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That is much too heavy a fee to pay for mere instruction.   Who
will want to be educated at the cost of his self-respect and integrity?
Since those of us who go out for picketing remain cour-
teous, our picketing is bound to have some results. Only those
things which are intrinsically objectionable should be picketed,
so that our action will be both morally justified and legitimate.
As long as there is no coercion in our picketing we have the right
to picket anything which public opinion condemns. We should
not, however, exercise this right and start picketing all such items.
Where there is a strong difference of opinion, picketing would be
a form of coercion. Would it not annoy us if some article of which
we approved but others disapproved was picketed? As a general
rule, therefore, we should picket only those things against which
public opinion has been educated fairly well. Personally, I am
convinced that in Nadiad public opinion is opposed to Govern-
ment schools. Where pupils have not been withdrawn from such
schools, we have to take it that the parents are not in favour of
such a step; and when the parents arc not in favour, how can we
say that public opinion is united behind non-co-operation?
Education is, of course, essential. A knowledge of letters is
necessary, but it is not everything. It is not an end, it is only a
means. What does it matter if one lacks knowledge of letters,
provided one has understanding? The great teachers and refor-
mers of the world were not men of letters. Had Christ or Maho-
med any knowledge of letters ? Yet the light which they gave and
the service which they rendered, neither learned philosophers nor
economists have done. President Kruger of the Boers knew only
enough to enable him to sign his name with difficulty. The late
Amir of Afghanistan had also no better education. But both these
were men of profound wisdom.
Some may protest that I am referring to uncommon men.
That is true. But I am using these illustrations to prove that a
knowledge of letters is not indispensable. Even today a large part
of humanity is illiterate, but that does not mean that they are bereft
of understanding. We live because of them. With their simple
understanding, they keep the wheels of society moving. My point
is that, if our children remain without education during the freedom
struggle, both they and society will benefit. Just as we would be
wise to abandon for the time being any building in which poiso-
nous gases had spread, so we shall profit if we abandon Govern-
ment schools which are poisonous in their own way. Those parents
who will not understand even this are probably not impatient for
swaraj. The Government has forcibly taken over municipal